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Meeting Notes 24 August  

Zoom meeting: 45 participants 

President’s Report: Gillian Morgan 

This week’s Board Meeting - 

District Governor, Phil Beasley, attended via Zoom. He asked 
Clubs to focus on communities this year. He suggested our 
Club team up with another one outside groups 9 and 10. This 
will be considered at the next Board meeting. The District 
Governor also advised that next year’s Conference will be a 
virtual Conference.


The October Market has been cancelled as current conditions 
make it too difficult to organise. A decision will be made on the 
November market when we know what the Government’s 
conditions will be for that time.


The Club’s funding situation is severely constrained. The 
current Charity Account funds have been allocated to each 
Committee’s priority projects. There is very little left for other 
activities. Gil Morgan has suggested we organise a Scarecrow 
Competition as a means of raising some funds. A group is 
being formed to brain storm funding raising ideas. If members 
are interested in participating, please contact Gil or John 
Calnin. It was also suggested members could contribute $5 a 
week for a raffle while zoom meetings continue. John Paton will 
invoice members monthly for $20. These funds will go to the 
Administration Account. This was agreed to by the members.


Committee budgets were approved as submitted. The Board 
expressed concern regarding ending the Solemaid School 
project abruptly. It was decided to continue 50% of this funding 
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Our Club 
President: Gillian Morgan 
Secretary: Pearl Macmillan 

Where: We (usually) meet each 
Tuesday at the Ocean Grove Bowling 
Club:  
18 The Terrace, Ocean Grove, 3226 

When: 6pm for 6:30pm 

Visitors are Welcome

Apologies: 0457 315 900 

Web: rotaryoceangrove.org.au 

During the COVID 19 crisis, we meet via 
ZOOM on Tuesdays at 7.

Theme: Membership & New Club 
Development Month 
Lookout Reserve Maintenance 
Roster: 

22/08/20 - 04/09/20 Geoff Brentnall

05/09/20 - 18/09/20 Rod/Judy Greer

19/09/20 - 02/10/20 Andy McKoy

03/10/20 - 16/10/20 Geoff Ford


Past bulletins  

-  Available from this website via the 
‘Our Club’ menu. 

Market contact: 0401 606 036
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while they look for other supporters. Some members expressed 
concern about ending this project which we had supported for 
six years. Gil explained that Rotary policy was not to maintain 
long term funding for projects to prevent them becoming too 
dependant on one source. The Board may consult members 
regarding this project in the future but will help them look for 
new funding sources. The Board felt our Club should be moving 
on to support new projects.


Gil has been advised by Graeme Wise, President of Drysdale 
Rotary Club that they are considering changing their name. She 
will be discussing this with them further.


October 13th is the Lift the Lid event. Members are encouraged 
to start designing Hats now while they have time available.


Guest Speakers: Shirley and Allan Cann, Woodend Rotary 
Club: Vanuatu School Project 

Shirley and Allan Cann were introduced by Charles Bender, Club 
Service and International Chair, Woodend Rotary Club. They 
originally came from Ballarat and joined Woodend Rotary in 
2011/12. They have been involved in a number of projects in the 
Pacific Islands and initiated the Vanuatu School Project.


Shirley provided background information on Vanuatu using a 
powerpoint slide presentation. They began their involvement in 
the Pacific providing business training on the Cook Islands and 
then with the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce. They noticed 
many children around the Port Vila area who were not going to 
school because their parents could not afford the fees. Around 
1,000 children aged between 5 and 15 were affected.


Allan realised that with children not getting an education there 
would be a serious problem of illiteracy on the islands and 
asked how they could help. The Vanuatu Department of 
Education suggested the Island of Espiritu needed a new school 
as many villagers had been moved from an impending volcanic 
area. He put this proposal to his Rotary Club. The current school 
building was quite inadequate being composed of timber, in 
poor condition, and only had capacity for 120 children when 
there were 200 in the area. The teacher accommodation was 
also very basic. The school only had a limited water supply. The 
Department of Education provided the design specifications for 
the new school building, to consist of two large class rooms with 
an office in the middle.


They had commenced building when Cyclone Harold hit the 
Island. It damaged most schools and homes on the Island. The 
kindergarten and teachers homes were destroyed. It did not 
damage their building but it is consequently still unfinished. 
Funding for the new school building is fully funded. It has been a 
multi-district, multi club project. The group includes a Vanuatu 
Rotary Club.


They are looking to commence Stage 2 of the project. Stage 2 
consists of adding electricity with solar panels, a toilet and a 
wash station. Participation from Ocean Grove Rotary would be 
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Members: Coming 
Events: 

Saying of the week …. 

If you are always trying to be normal, 
you will never know how amazing you 
can be.


…………………………………………………

Humour ….  
TEACHER: Give me a sentence using 
the words defence, defeat and detail.


STUDENT: When a horse jumps over 
defence, defeat goes before detail. 

…………………………………………………                                                

Links ……  
Rotary International: 
www.rotary.org

Rotary District 9780:
www.rotary9780.org
Footy Tipping 
www.footytips.com.au

Please remember: 

• APOLOGIES ARE NECESSARY! IF 
YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A 
MEETING. THOSE WHO DO NOT 
CONFORM WILL BE SENT A BILL, AS 
THE CLUB HAS TO PAY IF NO 
APOLOGY IS REGISTERED.
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welcome. The following information was provided in response to questions.

- They had applied for a Rotary International Global Grant but had been rejected because Foundation 

does not fund buildings. They will fund educational programs such as teacher training. They had been 
successful in achieving a District International Grant and another one was pending to fund the wash 
station.


- Repairs to the old school are being undertaken by the local community. It was agreed that the 
community would also maintain the new school but they will need to be trained.


- The project has a good relationship with the Santo Rotary Club in Vanuatu which provide logistic 
support and onsite supervision.


Janet Alexander: Footy Tipping - five people picked nine winners this week. Geoff Brentnall was the 
winner on the margin. After round 13, the current leader is Geoff Ford, followed by Alan Keyse.


Zoom drinks this Friday. Please volunteer for the fund raising group. 

Received these photos the other day re the Solmaid school and I'd like to share them with the club. 
Irrespective of whether the program stops or not I think they are a good recognition of what we have done 
and help justify our continued support for this year at least. 

Rod G.
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