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Visiting Rotarian: Kath Venters, Wendouree Breakfast 
Club.


Kath presented Andrea 
Tierney with her 
Certificate of 
Completion of the 
Rotary Leadership 
Institute course 2020.


President’s Report: Gil Morgan 
•The Australia Day BBQ gave away 240 sausages, plus 
flags, stickers and balloons. We received $230 in 
donations.

•D.G. Bill Beasley will visit the Club on 9th March.

•A small run of 4,000 Rotary in Australia Century Books 
has been released. They can be ordered online.

•The Australian Mint is putting out a commerative $1 coin 
for the Century.

•Amy Hawker has had to resign due to family 
commitments.

•Attendance email will come out from Geoff Ford. Please 
look for it and respond if you want to attend meetings.


Chair: Peter Cowburn 

Reports: 
Pearl Macmillan, Secretary – A previous Stroke Safe 
speaker has sent material, which can be picked up from 
Pearl.
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Our Club 
President: Gillian Morgan 
Secretary: Pearl Macmillan 

Where: We (usually) meet each 
Tuesday at the Ocean Grove Bowling 
Club:  
18 The Terrace, Ocean Grove, 3226 

When: 6pm for 6:30pm 

Visitors are Welcome

Apologies: 0457 315 900 

Web: rotaryoceangrove.org.au 

During the COVID 19 crisis, we meet via 
ZOOM on Tuesdays at 7.

Theme: Peace & Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution Month 
Lookout Reserve Maintenance 
Roster: 

06/02/21 - 19/02/21 Rod Birrell

20/02/21 - 05/03/21 Noel Emselle

06/03/21 - 19/03/21 Graeme Chamberlain

20/03/21 - 02/04/21 Jenny Templeton


Past bulletins  

-  Available from this website via the 
‘Our Club’ menu. 

Market contact: 0401 606 036

Art Show contact: 0417 319 465

ROTARY CLUB OF OCEAN GROVE

Guest speaker Chair Greeter/ 
Assist. 

Sgt.

Thanker/
Asst. Cshr.

Raffle B’days/Anniversary

9th Feb Anthony 
Dowling, Ocean 
Eyes   

Gerry 
spencer.

Ann 
Hodgkinson

Janet 
Alexander.

TBA 12/2 Barbara Watson, 13/2 
Peter Cowburn, 13/3 Gary 
O'Donnell, 15/2 Val & Wall 
Kelly.

16th Feb TBA Fred 
Andrews

Gary 
O'Donnell.

Geoff 
Chandler.

16/2 Marian Coppins-King, 
18/2 Amy & Brad Hawker, 
20/2 Lorraine Batrouney, 21/2 
Jan Chandler.

23rd Feb Ty Simons, OG 
Business 
Association

Noel 
Emselle

Wal Kelly Rod Birrell. John 
Calnin.

25/2 Paul Tierney, 28/2 Tohn 
Paton.
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Xenia Williamson, Public Relations – We are getting 
good publicity for our activities on social media and in the 
press.


Gordon King, Community Services – Gordon provided 
updates on the following activities.  

-Rotary Signage: Rod Birrell has installed replacement 
signs on the Barwon Heads walking track, recognising the 
original work done by Rotary. 

-Sculpture: still waiting for final approval from Barwon 
Coast to allow work to commence. Landscape plans and 
structural design drawings for the base have been 
completed. Hopeful of a resolution soon.

-Town Entry Points: Ocean Grove Rotary is teaming with 
Ocean Grove Community Association and Ocean Grove 
Business Association to promote the creation of more 
inviting entry points. Invitations to encourage the 
community to submit ideas are being prepared. They will 
go to schools and community groups and will be promoted 
through The Voice, Bellarine Times, Facebook, Twitter and 
web sites in early February.

-The roster for ongoing maintenance of the Lookout 
Reserve will be listed in the Bulletin. It is hoped to 
undertake the proposed works in the Management Plan 
now the COVID restrictions are lifted.

-A walking track was constructed next to Grubb Road in 
1983. Attempts to get approval to do maintenance works 
have been blocked by Council apparently due to OH&S 
concerns. Jenny Templeton is attempting to register Rotary 
with the ‘Adopt a Roadside’ program, which will provide 
the required training and allow the much-needed 
maintenance work to occur.

-The first Rotary Club in Australia was formed in 1921. To 
mark the Century in 2021 it is proposed to hold baton 
relays across the country. There will be three relays in the 
Geelong area. Ocean Grove Rotary is coordinating the 
eastern division activities. Marion Walton has secured a red 
Harley Davison with a sidecar to transport the baton 
starting in Torquay, through Barwon Heads, Ocean Grove, 
Queenscliff, St. Leonards, Portarlington, Drysdale and 
Geelong East before meeting the other two batons in 
Geelong for a formal gathering. At this stage, the baton 
relay is scheduled for 21 March 2021.


Meredith O’Neill, Youth Committee – As we are now 
allowed to go back into schools, the Graham Bath 
Community Youth Award program has commenced 
contacting school Principals in the area. The Award Night 
for Bellarine Secondary College was cancelled last year 
due to COVID. A ceremony will be held at the school on 
18th February to which we have been invited.


Adrian Schmidt, Market – The market for 7th February is 
fully booked with 110 sites. We are again anticipating 
weather problems. The roster has been sent out. We still 
need three coin collectors. John Paton has organised new 
signs for the collection points.
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Members: Coming 
Events: 

Saying of the week …. 

…………………………………………………

Humour ….   
…………………………………………………                                                
Links ……  
Rotary International: 
www.rotary.org

Rotary District 9780:
www.rotary9780.org
Footy Tipping 
www.footytips.com.au

Please remember: 

You receive an email each week from 
our Attendance Officer, Geoff Ford, 
asking about your attendance at the 
following meeting. - please respond 
when you get it - it’s a very simple 
process.

https://www.rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org
http://rotary9780.org
http://www.rotary9780.org
http://www.footytips.com.au
http://www.footytips.com.au
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Guest Speaker, Lynne Prewer, Australian Leprosy Mission 

In 2013, Lynne travelled with the Australian Leprosy Mission to 
India and Nepal and has since joined their Sunbury Action 
Group, which undertakes fundraising for the Mission. The 
Leprosy Mission is an international organisation that works with 
other organisations to improve conditions for leprosy sufferers. 
It is a faith-based organisation but provides support for 
everyone regardless of race, religion, social status, etc.


Most people know very little about leprosy. It is a bacterial 
infection spread by respiratory coughing and affects people in 
very poor communities who experience poor sanitation and 
poor nutrition. It is mainly associated with humid conditions. 
Sixty percent of cases occur in India and is also found in Brazil, 
Timor Leste and Papua, New Guinea. Some cases have 
occurred in Australia in immigrants. Aboriginal people can be 
vulnerable. However, most people in developed countries tend 
to be immune due to their higher health status. It tends to be 

neglected by health funding organisations that prioritize other conditions. Leprosy does not kill but it 
can leave the person with disabilities that prevent them from working. 


In 2018, over 200,000 new cases were diagnosed. There is a cure that involves six to twelve months 
of multi-drug therapy. There is no vaccine to prevent contacting leprosy. It first manifests as little 
white patches on the skin. It then affects the tips of fingers and toes whereby sufferers loose feeling 
that leads to injuries. These can become ulcerated and this causes further problems. People die from 
injury and infection rather than the disease. Victims tend to get hidden away. Leprosy sufferers were 
isolated in colonies and went out begging for sustenance in the past, but this does not happen 
today. Once people start therapy, they are no longer contagious.


The Leprosy Mission raises money in developed countries and uses it for support services in areas 
of need. It provides education, accommodation for overnight health visits and wound-care clinics. It 
also provides self-help support to help live at home after therapy is finished, toilets to take home, 
wheelchairs if required, and trikes to ride to work to people who have recovered from leprosy. 


Next Week’s Speaker: Anthony Dowling, Ocean Eyes Optometrist.
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